in form or content? Does the clinical course differ? b) Can other functional psychoses also be recognized and do they run a recognizably different course? c) Can techniques be developed for recording and classifying symptomatology reliably? d) Can teams of research workers be trained to use these techniques so that comparable observations can be made in both developed and developing countries? The book is an offset publication. It is paperbound and is a far from luxurious publication. There is no index and the proofreading has not been exhaustive. Even so, only the most critical would be offended by what is, in effect, a working report. It is a long report, over 400 pages, commensurate with the grand design of the project. Psychiatrists, social workers, statisticians and translators were employed in centres in nine countries, Denmark, India, Colombia, Nigeria, England, Russia, Taiwan, the United States and Czechoslovakia. The Present State Examination was used to interview 125 patients in each centre who were suffering from a functional psychosis. Obviously in this study of such a variety of culture and language, the major methodological problem was that of achieving satisfactory inter-relater reliability. The syndrome ratings on the P.S.E. obtained in the U.S.-U.K. study were compared with the findings in The International Pilot Study of Schizophrenia. Syndrome profiles calculated for groups by charting the percentage of patients showing positive ratings for syndromes, very graphically shows similar patterns for the two studies, IPSS and U.S.-U.K. These charts give a very compelling answer to the questions listed under a) and b) at the beginning of the study. As in the U.S.-U.K. study, the techniques for recording and classifying symptomatology reliably and the training of teams of research workers are also found to be possible under the more difficult conditions of the IPSS in the very different countries both developed and developing.
Here again the book is an essential addition for all psychiatric libraries. Read sequentially, the two volumes give the reader an understanding of the recent advances in epidemiological research in psychiatry. Between 1971 and 200 I it is projected that the proportion of persons over 65 in Canada will rise from 8 to 12%. This represents a rise from 1.7 to 3.6 million people. A similar rise is taking place in most developed countries as the result of the survival of more persons into the senium. Geriatric patients both by sheer weight of numbers and increased morbidity present a real and increasing challenge to medicine in the latter part of the 20th century. Dr. Howells has collected a series of papers by different authors from many countries on various aspects of psychogeriatrics. We can learn a great deal from the experiences of other countries with regard to the incidence of particular psychiatric and social problems and the varied means that have been adopted in their sol utions.
Dr. Howells has succeeded in his task. We are given lucid accounts of various problems and each paper is so written as to be largely comprehensible to an English speaking psychiatrist practising in another country and in another culture. It is a most interesting volume and I feel that it is one of the books that should be on every psychogeriatrician's bookshelf, and should be in every psychiatric hospital library .
It is well printed and bound and reasonably priced. Perhaps the best recommendation is that the reviewer enjoyed reading this book. I did not really want to put it down until I came to the last page.
David J. Harris
Ottawa,Ont.
